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HOUSE BI LL 3207

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representative Santos

Read first time 01/25/2006. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnment, Agriculture & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to community preservation; and addi ng a new chapter
to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Public facilities, public works, and
capital projects with significant public participation generally aimto
accrue broad benefits to the people of Washi ngton. However, frequently
over| ooked or inadequately addressed is the interest of the stakehol der
comunity that bears the disproportionate cost of the broad public
benefit by absorbing a del eterious inpact upon itself. These inpacts
may i nclude dislocation, displacenent, and the overall disintegration
of an identifiable existing community and its historical and cultural
character. The legislature finds that the preservation and restoration
of the character of such a community, and the community's historica
and cultural character, are inportant public policy goals.

(2) For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context clearly
requires otherw se, "comunity" neans a group of people that has a
distinct cultural identity |located in a geographic area or well-defined
nei ghbor hood that currently contains, or historically contained, a high
percentage of mnority or |owincone individuals.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The conmmunity preservation authority
programis created. A community may form one community preservation
aut hority. A community preservation authority nust: (a) Develop a
capital projects plan to restore or enhance the health, safety, and
wel | - being of the inpacted community and to preserve its cultural and
historical identity. The plan nmust help mtigate the effects of
several significant public facilities projects, public works projects,
or a capital project with significant public participation; or a
significant public facilities project, public works project, or a
capital project with significant public participation and a secure
community transition facility as defined in RCW 71.09.020(14); (b)
restore a | ocal area's sense of community; (c) reduce the displ acenent
of community nenbers and businesses; (d) enhance public service
provisions; or (e) stinulate the community's economc vitality.

(2) A comunity preservation authority's nmenbership must include:
Each state representative and state senator who represents the
| egislative district in which the community is |ocated; each county
counci | menber or comm ssioner who represents the county precinct or
district in which the coomunity is |ocated; and each city council menber
who represents the city precinct or district in which the conmmunity is
| ocat ed. Toget her, these nenbers nust select the follow ng: Two
menbers who own or operate businesses within the community; two nenbers
who are involved in providing nonprofit comunity or social services
wWithin the community; two nenbers who are involved in the arts and
entertainment within the comunity; and two nmenbers with significant
knowl edge of the comunity's culture and history.

(3) Once constituted, the comunity preservation authority nust
register with the departnent of comunity, trade, and economc
devel opnent .

(4) A comunity preservation authority registered wth the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent nust be
eligible to submt its plan for funding through any |ocal, state, or
federal grant or lowinterest |oan prograns designed to hel p i npacted
comuni ties.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The conmunity preservation authority account
is created in the state treasury. Moneys in the account nmay be spent
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only after appropriation. Expenditures from the account
only for projects under this chapter.

may be used

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute

a new chapter

in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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